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THE FIGHT FOR HUMANITY
As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Genocide 
Convention, is there an end in sight?







“Tell him that for me 
this is the end but 
also the beginning”

Message from Bonhoeffer 
to Bell 



“One must have a tough 
mind, and a soft heart. Laws 
change. Conscience 
doesn't. Stand up for what you 
believe in even if you are 
standing alone”

Sophie Scholl



GENOCIDE
/ˈdʒɛnəsʌɪd/

GENOS  - Greek meaning race or tribe
CIDE  - Latin meaning killing

Lemkin said it would be a word 
like “tyrannicide, homicide, 
infanticide” but “is intended rather to 
signify a coordinated plan … with the 
aim of annihilating the groups 
themselves.”



Armenian Genocide, 1917



William Alton’s Photographs of 
Armenian Genocide, 1917



Gladstone

He told a crowd of 6,000
people that he felt
compelled to come out of
retirement having
met “two Armenian
gentlemen” who had
described atrocities
“horribly accumulated
outrages” which he said,
“the powers of language
hardly suffice to
adequately describe”.



What Does The 
Convention Require? 
Genocide means any of the following acts 
committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group, as 
such:
 (a) Killing members of the group;
 (b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to 

members of the group;
 (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions 

of life calculated to bring about its physical 
destruction in whole or in part;

 (d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births 
within the group;

 (e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to 
another group.



Duty to 
prevent

u Although the 1948 Genocide Convention
imposed a duty to prevent, it said no more
than that, and it would take the barbaric
massacre at Srebrenica in 1995 and the
Bosnian genocide for the International Court
of Justice to provide such clarification in its
judgment of Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia
and Montenegro.

u It says the duty to prevent arises “At the instant
that the State learns of, or should normally
have learned of, the existence of a serious risk
that genocide will be committed.”



Is The Convention 
Fit For Purpose?

‘NEVER AGAIN’ HAS 
HAPPENED AGAIN 
AND AGAIN.



Darfur
REGION OF WESTERN SUDAN



Burma



Yazidis
IN IRAQ



Tigrayans
IN ETHIOPIA



Uyghurs, China, 
North Korea



Ukrainians 



Books, reports, commissions



“for me, it is also a symbol of the breaking of humanity every 
time a genocide occurs” 

David Alton



“The Allies stand for something 
greater than power. The chief 
name inscribed on our banner is 
Law“

Bishop Bell, 
House of Lords , 1944.


