In every piece of writing about Mr. Gladstone, there is the mention
of his last great speech which was on Armenia. This took place on
September 24, 1896 at the Hengler's Circus Building in Liverpool. The
meeting was called after news reached England of the massacre of
more than 2,000 Armenians in Constantinople in addition to many more
massacres throughout the Turkish Empire.

According to The Times, the doors of the building were thrown open
at 9 o' clock - three and a half hours before the arranged time -
and very speedily the spacious circus was thronged in every part by
an audience of 6,000 people, while thousands remained outside.

The aim of this meeting was to propose and pass the following
resolution: "That this meeting desires to express its indignation and
abhorrence at the cruel treatment to which the Armenian Christians
are being subjected by their Turkish rulers and at the massacres which
have recently taken place in Constantinople, which are a disgrace to
the civilization of the 19th century."

After the resolution was seconded, it was passed
unanimously. Mr. Gladstone stepped on the platform amid general
applause and cheering. He began his speech clarifying that the
resolution and the actions demanded by the British government was not
a "crusade against Mahomedanism" since Britain believed the horrible
outrages had been perpetrated not by Moslem fanaticism but "by the
deliberate policy of a Government." He continued: "It is not from the
genuine sense of the Turkish people - nay, I would even say it is
not from the genuine sense even of the wretched tools and servants
of the Government, but it is from the highest summit and from the
inmost centre those mischiefs have proceeded. It is there mainly -
I doubt if it would be any exaggeration to say it is there only -
that the inspiration has been supplied, the policy devised, and the
whole series of these proceedings carried on from time to time."

Mr. Gladstone then recollected the "gigantic" massacres of the
past 18 months that were thought to be so extraordinary that it
was without a precedent in the past. Unfortunately, he added, those
massacres were followed up one after the other and developed into
a series. Mr. Gladstone believed that Sultan Abdul Hamid felt so
confident about his triumph over the diplomacy of the European Powers
that he was bold enough to carry the work of the massacres into the
capital under the eyes of foreign Ambassadors.

Mr. Gladstone continued describing the horrible situation in Armenia
saying that the atrocities were not confined to murder only. To the
atrocities were added the work of "lust, torture, pillage, starvation
and every wickedness that men could devise." He said that what was
different between the massacres perpetrated in the Armenian provinces
and those in Constantinople was that the latter was displayed in
the face of the world under the eyes of the representatives of every
Court in Europe, adding insolence to the great crime.

Gladstone added: "Translate the acts of the Sultan into words and
they become these, 'I have tried your patience in distant places;
I will try it under your own eyes. I have desolated my provinces;
I will now desolate my capital. I have found that your sensitiveness
has not been effectually provoked by all that I have heretofore done;
I will come nearer to you and see whether ... I shall or shall not wake
the wrath which has slept so long.'" Mr. Gladstone blamed the European
Powers for failing to punish the Sultan and the Ottoman Government. In
fact, he asserted that the Powers had collectively undergone miserable
disgrace for not being able to obtain from the Sultan fulfillment of
his treaty obligations. In that Europe had been a total failure.

What concerned Gladstone more was that Turkey was still considered
an ally who was entitled to claim every diplomatic courtesy by the
European Powers.

Britain and the rest of Europe maintained diplomatic relations with
Turkey although they were unable to prevent the massacre of thousands
of Armenians in the streets of Constantinople. In fact, he blamed the
British Government even more because of the treaties it had signed
with Turkey, yet was not able to stop the massacres. He described
the position of Great Britain with regard to Turkey as such:
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"In 1856, by the Treaty of Paris, Turkey gave a solemn promise
to introduce into Armenia ... effective reforms. She broke
that promise. She renewed the promise in 1878 in the Treaty of
Berlin. As far as Armenia is concerned, she again absolutely broke
that promise. In 1878 another treaty was formed, known by the name of
the Anglo-Turkish Convention: and there England endeavored to obtain
securities for the fulfillment of the promise by offering compensation.

England undertook to defend Turkey in Armenia against unjust aggression
from Russia, Turkey undertaking in return to introduce into Armenia
reforms ... The first two of these treaties constituted obligations
by which the other Powers of Europe were bound, in conjunction with
us...; but the third was entirely our own... The Sultan of Turkey
has interpreted reforms to mean wholesale and immeasurable massacre;
and that is the condition in which ... we have placed ourselves in
the face of Turkey."

Therefore, Gladstone proposed it was only just to threaten Turkey
with coercion, not war, by first recalling the British Ambassador to
the Ottoman Empire and then following it with the dismissal of the
Turkish Ambassador from London. He believed that once diplomatic ties
were severed, there would arise a free opportunity to consider what
could be done next. His speech detailed the steps that the British
Government should take in order to make Turkey comply with the treaties
it had signed regarding the reforms in Armenia. Gladstone demanded
that the people of Great Britain would support their government in
every effort which it would make by word or deed in order to stop the
"most monstrous series of proceedings that has ever been recorded in
the dismal and the deplorable history of human crime."

At the end of his 20-minute speech, Gladstone hoped and believed that
"the present deplorable situation [was] not due to the act or default
of the Government of this great country."

The Times in an editorial said: "The spectacle of the veteran statesman
quitting his retirement to plead the cause of the oppressed is
well-calculated to move the sympathy and admiration of the nation. The
ardor of Mr. Gladstone's feelings on this subject is notorious. All
the more striking and significant is the comparative restraint and
moderation of the speech."

Although the speech was well-received by the British public, the
rest of Europe were skeptic. On September 27, the Austrian newspaper
Fremdenblatt said that Europe did not share Gladstone's suggestion to
withdraw the Ambassadors of the European Powers from Constantinople. It
went even further that Gladstone should have "held his peace, as only
in the minds of his own blind partisans can there now be any doubt
left as to the impossibility of separate intervention in the Armenian
Question." The Austrians believe a more united Europe would be more
effective. Another Austrian newspaper Neue Freie Presse doubted that
the English would go to war with Turkey. They believed that if the
British government adopted Gladstone's suggestion, England would shut
itself out of the concert of Europe.

The Germans showed more animosity towards Gladstone. On September
27 the Cologne Gazette printed the following: "The English movement
in favor of the Armenians has found a mouthpiece in the busy old man
Gladstone - a clever reckoner and financial artist, but a confirmed
inefficient person in foreign politics... By unchaining the feelings
of western humanity against the Turks, England loses nothing, whereas
Germany will lose and has nothing to win." The Hamburger Nachrichten
went further in accusing the English of meddling in the internal
affairs of other countries. It added that the English agitation in
favor of the Armenians and against the Sultan is mere pretexts based
upon hypocrisy. It went further explaining that without the British
political interests, the suffering of the Armenians in Turkey would
be less noticeable in " hypocritical England." The Germans had no
interest in the Armenians; in fact Hamburger Nachrichten went on
saying: "For us [Germans] the sound bones of a single Pomeranian
[German] grenadier are worth more than the lives of 10,000 Armenians."

And as European Powers went on squabbling with each other regarding
their policy regarding the Ottoman Empire, the Sultan and much later
the Young Turks continued wiping out Armenians in one village or town
after another.

The Liverpool meeting in September 1896 was the last public appearance
of this great statesman who defended the weak and the oppressed. Cancer
was diagnosed in March 1898, and at the age of 89, he died in Hawarden
on May 19th of that same year. He was given a state funeral and buried
at Westminster Abbey in London.
